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Statement from The Arctic House of Bishops 

 
To all people in the Diocese of the Arctic, 
 
Greetings in the name of our LORD Jesus Christ, who is God Almighty. 
 
General Synod 2019 has just finished. After taking time to meet as bishops, to seek the Lord’s will for our Diocese, to 
pray, listen and talk, we have prepared this statement for our Diocese and for the Anglican Communion at large. 

This General Synod has given us permission to decide for ourselves what direction we should take. We choose now to 
walk as the self-determining Anglican Church of Canada in the Arctic. Joshua 24:15 says “…choose this day whom you 
will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose 
land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD." 

We understand that many have walked away from our Anglican Church of Canada’s doctrine, but we have not. 

We are grateful that the vote to change the marriage canon failed but saving the marriage canon did not save the 
biblical understanding of marriage. We are saddened that so many bishops have defied General Synod and have 
announced an independent decision to approve same-sex marriage. We are now in a state of impaired communion.  
 
The scriptures tell us to “fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith.” (Heb 12:3) and to not allow 
ourselves to “grow weary in doing good.” (Gal 6:9). To that end we call on everyone in our Diocese to join us in a 
season of prayer, worship and the study of scripture.  As bishops we will be interceding for you and looking to the 
Lord for guidance.   
 
We ask you to join us in renewing our commitment to the mission of the Diocese of the Arctic: “to proclaim the Good 
News of the Kingdom of God, as revealed through the life, death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ; and, 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, to enable all members of the Church to live out their Christian calling in parishes, 
in the wider church, in society at large and in the world.”  
 
Our mission statement has guided us for generations and will, God willing, into the future. We follow in the footsteps 
of our Godly leaders from the past who have so faithfully shared the Gospel in this land.  
 
Your servants in Christ, 
  

   
Rt. Rev. David W Parsons     Rt. Rev. Joey Royal          Rt. Rev. Annie Ittoshat        Rt. Rev. Lucy Netser 
 Bishop of the Arctic          Suffragan Bishop               Suffragan Bishop                  Suffragan Bishop 
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scsy4n5 xJE6gwp3Jxo]m5 vNbu DX5M8ulf8i5 

 

xJE6gwp3Jxc6F4 srs3b6gu4f8ko]m6 svsy4n6, 
 
 
gzhd?5y xbi5b ]phy X{]gys2, |At xJZcq5]g2 xtzA5. 
 
x1ovusbo]m5 vNbu5 vtmi6Jxz @)!(-u5 W/̀E6S6. vtct}QCb|c6hQ5 
xJE6gwp3Jxo]m5, xJE6gwp3Jxc6F4t8k5 |Ats2 Wix6bsd/z eiCh5htA5, 
g4yx3i4f5, g]ni4f5 x7m sc9M8i4f5, sN xJE6gwp3Jxc6F4t8k5 x7m 
x1ovusact}Q5 kN6Jx3u4f8k5 sN xgwND6t4XK5. 
 
|b8N vtmi6Jx xq6ymo6S5 whm6nysdp9lt5 ckw~l6ixo3m1]Z|b 
xJE6gwp3Jxc6F4 srs3b6gu5f. WhAmo6SA5 wui x6rQxyZhAmo6i3j5 x1ovus 
vNbu5 g4yx3FzftA5 srs3b6gu5. ]/hx2 x[Mq5 “@$:!% sc6m5 ...“xbi39o 
Wp5yDmixq4f5ys, s9lu gr|boE5y rNu4 Wp5y31ix31m1]Z5y, yKoy 
|AtQMs6bq8i5 g4yx6FQc5bMs6bq9l |f2 xrxi s=?l xjCwus5 |Atq8i4, ]m8N 
|b4fx kNzi kNcoC5y; s?zo w[lusct4vl xbi6 Wp5y3ix6XK5.” 
 
gryZlx6SA5 xuh5 x1ovus5 vNbu5 g4yxFzi5 emwymo6iq8i5, bwmwqMA9o. 
 
d/oKA5 vttbsis2 Wd/z5 iDx6i4f5 xy0p6bsZh4t9lA, bm8N 
|cq6tbsMsq7m5 Gxq6bsMsq7m5H ryxi vttbsis2 Wd/z Wso/sZlx6t9lA, 
w5JJi5 vttbsi6 gry/siz Wso/sANMsqM6. dFxhqvlx6Sa5 xuh5 
xJE6gwp3Jx5 xq6ymqiqA5 vtmi6Jx3u5 bm8N W0JtQ9lA, x7ml 
sc6ymo`E6S5 w7ui4 whm6n6ys3lt5 xq6ymAN6ix3S5 x3Nsct}Q4 xatsct}Q4 
vttbsANod9lQ5 x1ovus5 g4yx3Fz8i5. ]m8N xbsysct}Q5yxqvw8N6SA5. 
 
w5JJk5 scs0/s+haZb “whmQMs6ys4 |b5hm xgMs6bz xqJu4 ekw]nMs6S6 
xJ6goJk5 xrC6g6bsZlxCu, n81}QodNy nWodNyl.” G+w2Dwk5 !@:#H x7ml 
bcdNb WsJu4 WNhx31iE/K5 wex81}At5bsoMK5. |b5huz W0Jtc6hb 
xJE6gwp3Jx6usbsctK5 g4yxCbd?5y, igwCb6ly5 x7ml w5JJ5 
sco]m6bs5yxCbd?4v. xJE6gwp3JxaJA5 wo5y8i r[Z6g6ix3SA5 x7ml xbi6j5 
yKo6bsAmCb6ix3SA5. 
 
 
 
 

ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑕᐅᔪᒪᔪᒎᑦ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᑦᓯᑲᓐᓂᕆᐊᑦᑎᓪᓗᑕ ᐊᓐᒋᑦᓯᒪᓂᕐᕆᔭᑦᑎᓐᓂᒃ ᐱᔾᔪᑎᒃᑎᓐᓂᒃ ᐊᔪᕆᑦᑐᐃᔨᔪᐊᖃᕕᑎᓐᓂᒃ 
ᐅᑭᐅᕐᑕᑦᑐᒥ “ᐅᖃᖃᑕᖁᓪᓗᑕ ᒎᑎᐅᑉ ᐊᑕᓂᐅᕕᓐᒐᓂᒃ ᓴᕿᓯᒪᒻᒪᑕ ᐃᓅᓯᓐᒐᒍᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ, ᐱᒍᓐᓇᕐᓂᓐᒐᒍᑦ 
ᐊᓐᓂᕐᓂᐅᑉ ᐃᑉᔪᓇᐃᑦᑑᑦ, ᐃᓅᒍᓐᓇᖁᑉᓗᒋᑦ ᖃᐃᖁᔭᐅᓯᒪᓂᕐᒥᒎᑦ ᑐᑦᓯᐊᕐᕕᒃᑯᑦ, ᑐᑦᓯᐊᕐᕕᓃ ᓯᓚᔾᔪᐊᓕᒫᒥᓪᓗ.” 
 
ᐊᓐᒋᕈᑎᒋᓯᒪᔭᕗᑦ ᑕᓯᐅᖅᑎᒋᓯᒪᒐᑦᑎᒍ ᖃᓐᒐᓪᓗᓐᓂᒃ ᑲᔪᓯᓂᐊᕐᕆᓪᓗᓂᓗ ᒎᑎ ᐱᖁᔨᑉᐸᑦ ᓯᕗᓂᑦᑎᓂ.  ᒪᓕᒃᑲᑦᑕ 
ᑐᒥᓐᒌᓐᓂᒃ ᐅᑉᐱᑦᑐᑦ ᓯᕗᓕᑦᑕ ᓯᕗᓕᕐᑎᒋᕙᓚᐅᑦᑕᓐᒋᓐᓂᒃ ᒪᓕᑦᑎᐊᖃᑦᑕᓯᒪᒻᒪᑕ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᓐᓂᕐᒥ ᑐᓴᕈᒥᓇᖅᑐᓂᒃ 
ᑕᒫᓂ ᓄᓇᑦᑎᓂ. 
 
ᐱᔩᑦ ᙭ᑐᓯᒥ, 

+ᑕᐃᕙᑦ 
+ᔪᐄ 
+ᐋᓂ 
+ᓘᓯ 

 

  


