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July 18th 2019

Statement from The Arctic House of Bishops
To all people in the Diocese of the Arctic,
Greetings in the name of our LORD Jesus Christ, who is God Almighty.

General Synod 2019 has just finished. After taking time to meet as bishops, to seek the Lord’s will for our Diocese, to
pray, listen and talk, we have prepared this statement for our Diocese and for the Anglican Communion at large.

This General Synod has given us permission to decide for ourselves what direction we should take. We choose now to
walk as the self-determining Anglican Church of Canada in the Arctic. Joshua 24:15 says “...choose this day whom you
will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose
land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD."

We understand that many have walked away from our Anglican Church of Canada’s doctrine, but we have not.

We are grateful that the vote to change the marriage canon failed but saving the marriage canon did not save the
biblical understanding of marriage. We are saddened that so many bishops have defied General Synod and have
announced an independent decision to approve same-sex marriage. We are now in a state of impaired communion.

The scriptures tell us to “fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith.” (Heb 12:3) and to not allow
ourselves to “grow weary in doing good.” (Gal 6:9). To that end we call on everyone in our Diocese to join us in a
season of prayer, worship and the study of scripture. As bishops we will be interceding for you and looking to the
Lord for guidance.

We ask you to join us in renewing our commitment to the mission of the Diocese of the Arctic: “to proclaim the Good
News of the Kingdom of God, as revealed through the life, death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ; and,
through the power of the Holy Spirit, to enable all members of the Church to live out their Christian calling in parishes,
in the wider church, in society at large and in the world.”

Our mission statement has guided us for generations and will, God willing, into the future. We follow in the footsteps
of our Godly leaders from the past who have so faithfully shared the Gospel in this land.

Your servants in Christ,

o b s o) 0720 st S T EAEHL

Rt. Rev. David W Parsons  Rt. Rev. Joey Royal Rt. Rev. Annie Ittoshat Rt. Rev. Lucy Netser
Bishop of the Arctic Suffragan Bishop Suffragan Bishop Suffragan Bishop

4910-51°T Street, PO Box 190, Yellowknife, NT X1A 2N2 867-873-5432 FAX 867-873-8478
www.arcticnet.org




>bD>rPPNC LA PIAPNALS ba N P<Cc °l 5d%cC

ALAEDIAPHLb AL DPD>SC®Ied™ oL Db PPN,

DALY ACo<C pAFY XSOPD<, JN ALL%>PD< qN>LJC.

A*blM>CL® ba Clc bNLo%<d<d™lL 2019-TC ALAS®>S. bNbNMGChe e
<Hn_‘bDAP“€<1.c—LC, ALAEIAPNLBBAPN o JN>< AcdeCD>Ir>L PoGAANIS,
D¢ dSc°d¢, Dhotd® L P c %o ®d, Pa JdIAPTIAPNIDbPNANT o -1
I*cblM>*JbNIrC 00 °Ided* ¢ Pa <dDAarPPNEIDC,

C%a bNLoSe<<d QLo —%>C AALSPSLNID>SIRS 5NC b oA 3oL LC
ALASEIAPSIIbe AL DPPSCOIM . AAJLc®>JC Alo <%PPdlLAJLcSoS 1S q%—bl >
ba CMr< Do/ <SA*LINIS DPBSC®INC. LA Qe >< 24115 Dbl ¢ “ACoScc
APCPPLodxredPD>, BS5T DPCenS’ Pal® AP Svo L™V, PScr )
JNPD>®eCx L€ Do/ PALBCc BOCH S 5 d< «dPdo D5 <IGAM>C JN*Meob, L%a
Cedd o0a>lo o0a%bcGY; D2 AL SMD>bNPb s ACoSe APCYSo<e<L<SC”

DPPLLC®>JC AMAC d%cblBC ba ClC Do¢/dA*Lo ¢ PLAPLc®c*M*c¢, CALA*cJ“c.

dr—>J¢ bNNCPoP>< AYY*LE oPd%cbdc AP P®eC>LAYN"Hd, CL%a
SbLeNC> B> PLLS (A*PeC> D>*MLLS) PP <o bNNCPoP>< ASIY*L ADcLD>L SN 5,
Ao bNNCPo DPPLDPo™L APcLDPJacP* e, SIdALAMb o> %JC 7 A¢
AIACIOAPNLC ™/ o™MJC bNLo®NAT < CL%a A*<INr=sd, Lo )
PbedLA®>C Allo® AAL®KN®IDI 5NC AP Lda o d>C o PNt J%JNB>bNre
bNNCP>Ja d LM d*cblMB>C D/ 1AL Yo . LT%a dCBPPbNIrd*MbA%a °>JcC.
AN 0¢ DBDYLDAYILC “AALP DYDY CAL D DeCxL AN P o AR D>
AL®D < 0C APG®DPCHL HAGT, SN Sdar S“AcSdars.” (APALC 12:3) <L
Cbda.C APIe Aa A Ad%eAb>C APL=INCP D¢ CAT™L A<NbeAC

LA PCOAP NP B>CHBbN>C D/ AGCdRYY, oDAGC® HPC JHL > ASINC
D>bcL®CPPAGCdRb. AN PIAPNI*ILIC AP T PLLED®o>JC dLL 5 JCoSedC
P> C>JLGCSP o> JC.

AbYPC>RLYJC @ va AYbrondN=HC 1YLy Na® APNNPNa® I8N ODANbAN>a®

D>PD>SCOr “PsbbCid=H>C JND< ICaP>A*Lo® NPILLLC AoPLJC <o, Ad*aSoeLJC
eoSo D¢ ANQ AL, ABJ*aSd<ONt SbASYD>ALaTJC DPYL\edS, DYLNG P <ALl

< PPNNYLY2C CYDSeNPYLLNY bl H%a® beda<dSnc oo JN ASdr<C Y20 Ng. LcdbC
Jrefegd DA PSC YD2SNNPR PN L N<SbEC/LLLC BSb>YSb oS DNPla St g
CLo .oa‘No.

ARC XDPT,

+CARC
+IA
+o
+5¢

ol o a0 e S T

4910-51°T Street, PO Box 190, Yellowknife, NT X1A 2N2 867-873-5432 FAX 867-873-8478
www.arcticnet.org




